
CCA Writing Program 
Our words are an awesome and powerful gift from God when submitted to the Lordship of 
Christ. He IS the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth. In 
teaching excellence in writing we are preparing students for lifetimes of literacy in seeking, 
discerning and speaking truth in love within their unique spheres of expertise and 
influence.  

 

Excellence in writing begins with the recognition that writing instruction is a three-
dimensional process that includes, at EACH grade level goals of: 

• Clear expression of thought (grammar); 
 

• Development of critical thinking (composition), and 
 

• Mastery of classical rhetorical strategies (rhetoric). 

 

At the same time, emphasis of instruction shifts as students mature. Grammar school 
students focus on clear expression of thought—the grammar of writing. Middle, or logic, 
school students focus on composition, including reading analysis and research—the logic 
of writing, and Upper, or rhetoric, school students on mastery of rhetorical philosophy and 
its application to the unique kairos and decorum of their communication goals. 

At all levels, writing is taught as core instruction combined with interdisciplinary, or 
“omnibus,” integration with subjects such as history, science and literature. This just 
makes sense, promoting student subject knowledge and memory retention as well as 
writing confidence. 



Writing Curriculum Goals 

Grades 1-5 

Grammar Composition Rhetoric 

Emphasis on clear expression of 
thought. 

Incremental challenge in 
composition. 

Early rhetorical training. 

Instruction in: 

• Sentence structure analysis 
and building; 
 

• Spelling; 
 

• Vocabulary; 
 

• Journal writing. 

 

Interdisciplinary expectation to 
begin critical thinking and 
research through: 

• Complete sentence short 
answer response; 
 

• Creative writing; 
 

• Informative and persuasive 
presentation events; 
 

• Introduction to essay writing 
using proverb and encomium 
(5th grade). 

Introduction to: 

• Concepts of voice, audience 
and purpose when they 
speak, write, listen, or read; 
 

• How different forms fit 
different functions and 
occasions; 
 

• Experiential study of biblical 
rhetoric through scripture 
memory. 
 

• Early exercises in 
Progymnasmata including 
fable, narrative, anecdote, 
proverb and encomium 
copied, analyzed, and applied 
to composition goals. 
 

• Basic rhetorical terms 
(committed to memory). 

 



Writing Curriculum Goals 

Grades 6-8 

Grammar Composition Rhetoric 

Continued expectation and 
development of clear expression 
of thought. 

Emphasis on composition. Introduction to logic of rhetoric. 

Instruction in: 

• Grammar as applied to the 
mechanics of good 
composition; 
 

• Spelling; 
 

• Vocabulary; 
 

• Journal writing. 

 

Interdisciplinary development of 
critical thinking and research skills 
through: 

• Essay composition (3-5 pp); 
 

• Informative, persuasive and 
creative presentation events; 
 

• Research paper composition 
(7-10 pp); 
 

• Revision process. 

 

Study of: 

• Introductory concepts of 
formal rhetoric 
 

• Progymnasmata models, 
analyzed and applied to 
composition goals; 
 

• Rhetorical tools, analyzed and 
applied to composition goals. 

 

 



 

Writing Curriculum Goals 
Grades 9-12 

Grammar Composition Rhetoric 

Continued expectation and 
development of clear expression 
of thought. 

Continued expectation and 
development of excellence in 
composition. 

Emphasis on mastery of classical 
rhetorical strategies within modern 
context. 

Instruction in: 

• Grammar as applied to the 
mechanics of good 
composition; 
 

• Spelling; 
 

• Vocabulary; 
 

• Journal writing. 

 

Interdisciplinary development of 
critical thinking and research skills 
through: 

• Essay composition (7-10 pp); 
 

• Informative, persuasive and 
creative presentation events; 
 

• Research paper composition 
(10-15 pp); 
 

• Revision process. 

 

Comprehensive study of rhetorical 
philosophy through: 

• Analyses of ancient, medieval 
and modern rhetorical 
models; 
 

• Rhetorical tools and 
progymnasmata strategies 
applied to complex 
composition goals of 
argument and legislation. 

 

 



Progymnasmata exercises 
by grade 

Fable (1-3) 

Narrative (2-5) 

Anecdote (4-5) 

Proverb (5-8) 

Confirmation (6-8) 

Refutation (6-8) 

Commonplace (6-8) 

Encomium (4-8) 

Invective (6-8) 

Comparison (6-8) 

Description (6-8) 

Argument ((9-12) 

Legislation (9-12) 

 

Effective use of progymnasmata exercises 
requires parallel instruction in the tools of rhetoric, 
especially for exercises used in grades 6-12. 
Some preliminary use and memorization of terms 
begins at grammar level. 
 
As the progymnasmata give direction for the 
question, “Why write?”, the rhetorical tools give 
options for “How?”. Early progymnasmata keeps 
the “how” narrowly (but not entirely) defined, but 
by logical stage students must increasingly 
practice discernment of exactly how (which tools) 
they will use to formulate the specific work of 
writing that represents their own thoughts. This is 
the creative process implicit even in expository 
writing. (See next page.) 



Rhetorical tools 

Arrangement of Material 
Kairos 
Decorum 

Introduction 

Proposition/Thesis 

Statement of Fact 

Confirmation/Refutation 

Conclusion 

Development by 
Definition 
Comparison 
Relationship 
Circumstances 
Testimony 
 

Types of Appeal 
Logical 
Ethical 
Emotional 

Types of Fallacies 

External Aids to Invention 
Biography 
Concordances 
Books of Quotations 
Periodical Indexes 
Handbooks 
Dictionaries, Atlases 
Bibliographies 
Syntopicon 
Search strategies 

Study of Style 
Diction 
Sentence length and types 
Variety 
Euphony 
Articulation 
Figures of speech 
Paragraphing 

 

From Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student 
by E. Corbett and R. Connors. Oxford U P, 1999 

Schemes of Style 
alliteration 
anadiplosis 
anaphora 
anastrophe 
antimetabole 
antithesis 
apposition 
assonance 
asyndeton 
chiasmus 
climax 
ellipsis 
epanalepsis 
epistrophe 
hyperbaton 
isocolon 
parallelism 
polyptoton 
polysyndeton 

Tropes of Style 
allegory 
antanclasis 
anthimeria 
apostrophe 
auxesis 
erotema 
hyperbole 
irony 
litotes 
meiosis 
metaphor 
metonymy 
onomatopoeia 
oxymoron 
parable 
paradox 
paralipsis 
paranomasia 
periphrasis 
personification 
prosopopoeia 
puns 
rhetorical question 
simile 
syllepsis 
synecdoche 
zeugma 


